THE INVASION
critical hours, and that he should have taken such audacious
action, all pointed to a plot in which the superior chiefs of
the Army, and Churchill above all, were engaged. There is
no proof; but it may well be so. Certainly Churchill was
trying to bring about the predominance of William without
the fighting of a battle, and this would well have served for
a preliminary move.
On the 18th Princess Anne sent to William a letter the
outline of which had been evidently prepared beforehand.1
THE COCKPIT
November 18
Having on all occasions given you and my sister all imaginable
assurances of the real friendship and kindness I have for you both,
I hope it is not necessary for me to repeat any thing of that kind;
and on the subject you have now wrote to me, I shall not trouble
you with many compliments, only in short assure you, that you
have my wishes for your good success in this so just an under-
taking ; and I hope the Prince [/.*., her husband, Prince George
of Denmark] will soon be with you, to let you see his readiness
to join with you, who I am sure will do you all the service that
lies in his power. He went yesterday with the King towards
Salisbury, intending to go from thence to you as soon as his
friends thought it proper. I am not yet certain if I shall continue
here, or remove into the City ; that shall depend on the advice
my friends will give me ; but wherever I am, I shall be ready to
shew you how very much I am your humble servant.
On November 17 the King set out from Windsor to join the
army at Salisbury. It was a strange party that fared with him
to the wars. More than half were resolved, and most of these
already pledged, to abandon him. Some had been for months
actively conspiring with the invader. His own son-in-law,
Prince George of Denmark, had actually agreed to the
arrangement by which the Princess Anne should at the chosen
moment leave London for William's camp. His own House-
hold troops were honeycombed with disloyalty. His nephew,
the Duke of Grafton, and nearly all his most capable officers,
the leaders of many of his trusted regiments, were merely
1 Dalrymple, il, Part II, 249.
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